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A common Lesotho travel complaint is that people don’t know where to go to find those
4x4 tracks that no-one else knows about. Maliba Lodge has made things easy for you by
formally mapping all those lesser-known and hard-to-find tracks in the area surrounding the

The young lad perched on the
stone wall looks a perfect
picture as our 4x4 purrs past.
He doesn’t move, so we stop. I hop out
and take a snap, and within minutes I'm
surrounded by dozens of the blighters.
An elderly lady approaches me to have
a chat. “You see, these kids are all
orphans; they don’t have parents and we
look after them,” she explains. The kids
laugh with joy when I show them their
images on my camera’s LCD display.
Not many tourists or vehicles come
along this track. The atmosphere is
relaxed and happy; everyone is friendly
and all they want is a chat. “Where do
you come from?” “Why are you here?”
No-one asks for sweets or money.
This is rural Lesotho — untouched and
unspoilt. We've spent the best part of
the afternoon driving one of Maliba
Lodge’s 4x4 trails and have seen no
other vehicles or tourists, just friendly
locals and some pretty tough tracks.
Maliba Lodge lies within the

Tsehlanyane National Park, one of the
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Tsehlanyane National Park.

two national parks in Lesotho. The
park’s located in the front range of the
Maluti Mountains and at the foot of the
Holomo Pass. Getting there took less
than an hour from the Caledonspoort
border post. Once you turn off the main
Al road, it’s good tar road all the way
to the park’s gates. They’ve put several
speed bumps on this access road as it
snakes its way through several villages
on the way to the park.

While the lodge lies within the park,
the five 4x4 trails they’ve mapped lie
outside of it. The various trails all start
somewhere along the park’s access road.
To make life easy for you, each of the five
trails has been mapped, complete with
GPS co-ordinates. There’s also a good,
detailed description of what to expect.
The starting point of the closest trail
is only a couple of kilometres from the
lodge’s boom gates, while the furthest
trail is about 23 km away.

We’ve chosen Route B, which is some
10 clicks from the lodge. It has a blue,
red and green section and we decided

to do all three of them, which should
take about four hours. The route goes
through several villages and schools.
Some sections of the trail have been
severely affected by the rain and we
have to take great care to ensure we
don’t fall into any of the holes the rain
has created.

The only traffic we encounter are the
many donkey carts, filled to the brim
with mielies as it’s harvest time. Our
map shows the location of a traditional
hut so we stop to take a look. It’s
supposed to be occupied by a traditional
leader but he has taken off for the day.
A local farmer carrying a large bunch
of wood on his head stops for a chat.
He complains that his mielie harvest is
smaller than last year’s.

We drive still deeper and deeper
into the mountains. Soon there’s no
sign of human habitation besides the
occasional passing herd boy. We engage
diff-locks as we make our way down
a tricky descent, which is followed
by a shallow water crossing. The »
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track gets worse and worse but our
G-Wagon seems to like it rough. I
climb out to guide the driver through
a very rocky patch. Just as he’s about
to attempt it a herd of donkeys and
some locals come whizzing by. They
laugh at us as they pass and one stops
to ask us the where, what and why.
I've never met friendlier people in
any of my previous Lesotho visits. I
suppose this has to do with the fact
that tourists don’t normally drive
these routes.

The sun starts to slip away behind
the mountains and we decide to turn
around. We've taken longer than the
trail guide said we would but maybe
that’s because we stopped so often.

It took us the best part of the day
to do just one of the five trails, but
we did take time to interact with the
locals. When you take the main roads
that connect the well-known lodges
or stopovers in Lesotho you tend to
miss what travel is really about. The
next time I'm in the area I'm definitely
going to try another of the Maliba
4x4 trails. Having driven many more
formal trails on private property, this
one was a breath of fresh air. Yes, it
was on public roads, but these roads
are so bad that the public does not use
them. They’re perfect for the guy with
a 4x4 that wants to get a feel for the
real Lesotho, which you don’t get to
experience from the main roads.
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Trail info

North-western Lesotho
Nearest town
Butha-Buthe
Directions

From Caledonspoort border post head
for Butha-Buthe; from here head west
along the Al. Look out for the brown
sign which indicates a left turn towards
the park along the B27. From here it's
32 km to the park and lodge.

GPS (WGS 84)

Maliba Lodge

S$28° 54.875 E028° 26.173

Ha Khojane Village

S$28° 54.977 E028° 20.172
Caledonspoort Border Post

S28° 41.678 E028° 14.035

Nearest fuel stop

Butha-Buthe

TRAIL DETAILS:

Terrain

Varies from wet mud to dry mud to rocky
to water. The weather has a significant
influence on the terrain conditions.
Distance / Duration

The five trails vary in distance and
duration, ranging from one hour to four
hours. They can take longer if you stop
to chat to locals.

Guided / unguided

Unguided

Will | get lost?

If you don’t have a GPS, yes.
Recovery facilities

None - if you're driving solo you’ll need
a satphone or international roaming
on your cell to contact someone if you
get stuck.

Onsite compressor facilities

No

Onsite high-pressure wash facilities
No

Min / max number of vehicles

None

Time of year

The trail can be driven all year round
though caution should be taken in the
rain and snow.

Difficulty

Depending on which of the trails you try
it can be anything from a 2 to a 5. The
trail we did was for the most part a 2
and 3, though one section was a 4.
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Rating guide

1 Suitable for complete novices.
Softroader friendly, no low-range
required.

2 Low-range required, but suitable for
novices.

3 Low-range and some off-road
experience required.

4 Technical trail for the experienced.
5 Extremely technical, for experienced
drivers only. Vehicle damage a distinct
possibility.

VEHICLE REQUIREMENTS:

Low-range

Once again it depends on which trail
you drive. One of the five trails is
softroader friendly, the other four
require low-range.

Diff-lock

A good idea even if you end up not
needing it.

Minimum ground clearance

200 mm

Tyres

HT tyres will be okay in the dry but in
the mud, snow or wet you will need AT
or MTs.

Recovery points

If you're tackling the trails in the wet or
the snow, they’re a must-have.
Underbody protection

As per above

Softroader friendly

Only route C

What vehicle were we driving?

A new Gelandewagen, which handled
the entire trail with ease.

PRECAUTIONS:

No

Heights
You're in the mountain kingdom on
remote tracks so expect drop-offs.

BRING YOUR:

Cold weather gear

Even in the summer this place can get
cold and snowy. Jackets, beanies, long
johns and gloves are the way to go.
Emergency gear

Weather and conditions change quickly
so bring emergency supplies just in
case.

GPS

Without it you cannot tackle these
trails — you will get lost.

Hiking boots/ running shoes

The park has several lovely trails.
Swimming costume

There are many pools to stop off at
and take a dip in when doing the hike.

NEARBY ATTRACTIONS:

Afriski Lodge

The Maliba Lodge does day trips to the
ski resort or else you can just drive
there yourself (two hours).

Sani Pass

This famous pass is a popular way to
exit or enter Lesotho (five hours).

Trail

Free

Accommodation

Your can choose between 5-star
chalets or the 3-star river lodge. We
opted for the latter — the base price
is R1 200 and it sleeps up to eight
people. If you're four people in the
lodge it will cost R380 pppn so the
total will be R1 520, and if you're eight

it’'s R230 pppn so the total will be
R1 840. The riverside lodges are fully
kitted for self-catering purposes but
you’re welcome to go and dine at the
main lodge and restaurant.

Telephone

+27 31 702 8791 or

+27 82 778 8558

Website

www.maliba-lodge.com [ |

This trail review is proudly sponsored by Tuffstuff Insurance

TUFFSTUFF is SA's top specialist 4x4 and lifestyle insurer, leading the development
of the ’lifestyle insurance’ niche for the past 20 years, and still responsible for the
continued development and enhancement of this class of insurance.

More than just motor insurance, TUFFSTUFF is an all-encompassing lifestyle
insurance product which gives clients complete peace-of-mind when they're

travelling inside or outside SA’'s borders. TUFFSTUFF offers roadside assistance,

car hire, emergency accommodation, international medical evacuation
and repatriation of 4x4s, trailers, boats and the like. TUFFSTUFF ensures
cost-effective peace-of-mind for those who enjoy fun and adventure. To find out
more go to www.tuffstuff.co.za or call 0861 44 44 00.
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