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By Jamie Krane

up there
it is empty, totally empty. We are the only people there and it 
is so deserted our voices echo off the surrounding mountains.

I had never experienced a border post 
so wonderfully effective, quiet and 
easily negotiated. If this was a 
harbinger of things to come, I was in 
my element. This is the 

Calendonspoort South Africa Lesotho 
border post and we are en route to Maliba 
Lodge, Lesotho’s first and only 5 Star lodge. 
Mountains. Snow. Fresh air.... I was looking 
forward to two days of recharging my soul 
in high altitudes, by log fires and in cosy, 
luxurious surrounds. 

Maliba Mountain Lodge is located in the 
tiny mountain kingdom of Lesotho which 
itself is totally surrounded by South Africa. 
Roughly the size of Belgium, the prominent 
Maluti mountain range that runs through 
the country at about 1,000m above sea 
level, gives Lesotho its other name - the 
“Kingdom in the Sky”. The lodge itself is 
situated in a pristine sub-alpine wilderness 
area within the Tsehlanyane National Park in 
Northern Lesotho only one hour south from 
the popular Free State town of Clarens.

As we drive the last hour or so to the 
lodge from the border, the country’s 
untouched natural beauty becomes 
evident. Slightly potholed roads, young 
boys driving cattle in the fields and 
beautiful, clean rivers and snow-capped 

mountains surround us. We arrive at the 
lodge at about four in the afternoon on  
a freezing day in June and after warm 
greetings by the friendly staff, we are  
shown to our chalet. The rooms are 
something to behold - sumptuous with 
opulent appointments and breathtaking 
views.  A lot of plantation timber and 
natural organic materials have been used in 
the construction. Bifold doors open up to a 
large, private deck that cantilevers out over 
the indigenous forest. The decor has a 
distinct Balinese influence since one of the 
owners originates from Bali and each of the 
six chalets is a separate, exclusive and large 
luxurious stone and thatched suite with a 
lavish bathroom and humungous bath with 
a view to die for. Each chalet is big enough 
to accommodate a third bed on request as 

well for a little one. The attention to detail  
in terms of the interiors is exquisite but it 
was the open log fireplace in its own little 
lounge area which drew me like the 
proverbial moth.  That fire never went  
out during our stay... 

A knock at the door half an hour later 
presents our friendly hostess, taking dinner 
orders! I have seldom come across such 
amazing personalised service. 

Dinner in the main dining room that 
evening at the lodge was stupendous. 
Three meals per day are included in the 
tariff and it is all prepared on the spot from 
the freshest ingredients. The main lodge 

The air
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Contact
 
Maliba Mountain 5 Star Luxury Chalets -
Luxury private mountain chalets
R1,370 per person per night twin
share, including all meals.
Maliba River Lodges 3 Star Self Catering
- River lodges from a base rate of
R1,200 and R80 per person per night.
Special price on midweek rates

Contact Maliba Lodge Durban  
booking office 
Tel: +27 (0)31 702 8791 
Cell: +27 (0)82 778 8558 
Fax: +27 (0)31 702 8776 
Go to www.maliba-lodge.com for more 
information.
* Prices correct at date of print
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Balancing career and family is challenging.
I need a van that’s stable and reliable.
My Van. The new Vito.

Fast forward to tomorrow: For Mercedes-Benz, responsibly shaping the long-term future of 
sustainable mobility is both an aspiration and a duty. 

The way forward is called BlueEFFICIENCY – a package of intelligently combined, innovative 
technologies that help to significantly cut fuel consumption and pollutant emissions. You can 
experience the positive effects of this package first hand in the new Vito.

The Vito’s standard-fit efficiency package features, among other things, new diesel engines, ECO 
Gear manual transmission and the ECO start/stop function.

For more information regarding the new Vito and to book a test drive visit www.the-new-vito.co.za. 
To locate your nearest dealership contact 0800 133 355.

 
Vehicle specifications may vary for South African market

houses the restaurant, the bar and plenty of 
discrete areas to relax with views of 
mountains brushed with snow. Soothing 
music, crackling log fires, originally 
designed, soft lighting and a Baroque/
Balinese ambience lend itself to one of the 
most romantic places I have been to in a 
long time. 

That night, tucked under my Egyptian 
cotton duvet and nestled in the warmth  
of my thatched sanctuary, I am lulled into a 
deep, restorative sleep with the occasional 
crackling of the dying embers in the 
fireplace the only sound...

The next morning after a scrumptious 
brunch, we are presented with two options 
– a ride on the famous Basotho ponies 
through the mountains or a picnic at the 
river. Maliba offers an array of activities for 
the whole family - hiking, horse and pony 
rides, swimming, bird watching, rock 
climbing, village and cultural tours and,  
of course, seasonal snow activities. 

Since we were feeling somewhat 
languid – the altitude makes you awfully 
lazy - we opt for the picnic. The kitchen staff 
packed us an almost slap-up picnic lunch 
consisting of smoked chicken sandwiches, 
salami sandwiches, biltong, little meat pies, 
fresh fruit, health bars, bottled water and 
juice and off we set. The path down to the 

river is somewhat slippery that time of the 
year due to snowfalls so we negotiated it 
carefully. Once down at the river, we relax at 
our spot, contemplating the enormity  
of the bluest of blue sky above us. We bask 
like veritable lizards in the winter sun 
washing over us between the snow-capped 
peaks, and it is like we are the only people 
on earth.   

Our last day at Maliba greets us with 
grey skies and soft snowflakes falling. 

After breakfast I chat to Andrew, Maliba’s 
friendly GM and he tells me that the Lodge 
owners are very environmentally and 
community conscious. The lodge was built 
using mainly labour from local villages and 
nearly a 100 local Basothos were involved  
in the lodge construction and many had 
the opportunity to learn new skills. Maliba 
has also been responsible for renovating 
five dilapidated schools in the surrounding 
communities and they have been involved 
in establishing a foreign volunteer teaching 
programme as well. In terms of greening 
projects, Maliba boasts the 2nd highest 
botanical garden in the world, altitude wise. 

We then take a quick tour of the river 
lodges, which comprise of four family or 
group sized chalets on the river’s edge. 
Each self-catering chalet can accommodate 
eight people. They are all newly renovated 

and simply gorgeous, perfect for families 
with kids. 

We leave our kingdom in the sky an 
hour later with hearts as heavy as the dark 
nimbus clouds carrying the falling snow. 

Go to Maliba Lodge. Experience the 
exquisite air up there. You may not want to 
return home... 


